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Not only was the Brahman Peshwa a military chief who com-
manded troops in person, but his Maratha army was mainly
officered by Bralimaiis ; and as the western Braiiinans are by
custom and profession remarkable rather for intellectual and
literary capacity than for physical eiierg}r or hardihood, this
conversion of them into soldiers shows how far the military
spirit of the times had prevailed over sacerdotal or Levitic
tradition*

Thus at the end of the last century India was further than
ever from anything like a universal or uniform religion; and
as there were no nations, so was there not in any part or
province of the whole continent what we in Europe call a
distinct national faith* It maybe assumed that the formation
of nationalities aids powerfully the concentration of religious
beliefs, and that when a nation has once got shaped into
political existence, it soon fits itself with a creed of its own,
the stronger sect gradually absorbing all weaker species. There
were signs in India that nations might have been eventually
generated out of the decomposition of the Moghal empire,
for some of the large tribes were drawing together under one
head, and fixing themselves territorially and politically; but
just at this point the English intervention turned the whole
course of Indian history.

In this manner the political vicissitudes which have be-
queathed to us India may be admitted to explain why a
country which two thousand years ago had already reared
and propagated over Eastern Asia two such vast popular
religions as Brahmanism and Buddhism, should still be
struggling with religious anarchy, and should have failed so
completely in-the uniting and building up some such religious
institutions as have been completed, not only in all other great
Aryan countries, but throughout Western Asia ? Here is India
still fell- of the mythologies, mysteries, and metaphysical
theosophies of the ancient "world, not lying one helow the
oilier, as in the religious stratification in which all these
fossils may still be discovered even in Europe, but mixed and
crowded together without order or coherence. The Chris-
tianity which we proiess at this day in England is the outcome